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CITY OF SANTA CLARITA 
MINUTES OF THE REGULAR MEETING 

ARTS COMMISSION 
6:00 p.m. 

Thursday, December 16, 2010 
 
 
CALL TO ORDER 
Chair Millar called to order the regular meeting of the Arts Commission at 6:02 p.m. 
 
ROLL CALL 
All Commissioners were present. 
 
FLAG SALUTE 
Commissioner Dow led the Pledge of Allegiance. 
 
APPROVAL OF MINUTES 

Motion by Strickland, second by Fisher to approve the minutes of November 18, 
2010. 
 
Hearing no objections, it was so ordered. 

 
APPROVAL OF AGENDA 

Motion by Strickland, second by Fisher to approve the agenda. 
 
Hearing no objections, it was so ordered. 

 
ARTS SPOTLIGHT 

There was no Arts Spotlight as Repertory East Playhouse was unable to attend.  They will 
come to a future Commission meeting.   

 
ARTS RECOGNITION 
 Rita Garasi was unable to attend. 
 KUSC 91.5 
  
COMMITTEE REPORTS/COMMISSION COMMENTS 
Commissioner Dow attended the grand opening of Pouchella Winery this afternoon in downtown 
Newhall.  He also attended the ribbon cutting for the new streetscape in Newhall.  Other events 
he attended were Westfield on the Town, which had a great turnout, and the Literacy & Arts 
Festival.  He is looking forward to attending the Nutcracker Ballet.    
 
Commissioner Schmidt attended the Art Walk on December 4.  He also enjoyed the Disneyland 
Candlelight Christmas Concert at Valencia United Methodist church.   
 
Commissioner Fisher also attended the Art Walk.  She commented that beyond its enriching 
personal benefits, public art is a true symbol of a city’s maturity.  It increases a community’s 
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assets and expresses a community’s positive sense of identity and values.  It helps green space 
thrive, enhances roadsides, pedestrian corridors, and community gateways; it demonstrates 
unquestionable civic and corporate pride in citizenship and affirms an educational environment.  
A city with public art is a city that thinks, feels, and grows.  Commissioner Fisher also requested 
that staff look at past efforts for A Percent for the Arts Program.   
 
Commissioner Strickland attended a conference in Sacramento which topics included how 
important it is to include the arts in education.  He also saw Jane Eyre at Golden Valley High 
School.   
 
Chair Millar attended the Championship of the Hart Marching Band, Literacy & Arts Festival, 
Master Chorale Christmas Concert, the Art Walk, Valencia High Theatre, and the Cal Arts 
reception for art with the community at Newhall Elementary.  He also acknowledged this is the 
one year anniversary of the Arts Commission.   
 
PUBLIC PARTICIPATION 
Sherry Klahs with the Santa Clarita Master Chorale proposed an idea for an event recognizing 
the tenth anniversary of the September 11 attacks.  She proposed sponsoring a City-wide event to 
commemorate this anniversary and to provide a ceremony to mark it.  Master Chorale would be a 
part of coordinating it with the City. 
 
Bob Hernandez with the Art Tree thanked everyone.  He thanked groups of organizations in the 
community, staff, Commissioners, Rick Gould, Phil Lantis, and Jeff Barber. 
 
ITEM 1 
CALARTS TRAIL ART PROJECT 
Arts and Events Administrator, Phil Lantis, introduced Tom Lesser who gave a PowerPoint 
presentation to the Commission on the project history of the six sculptures and audio objects 
placed along the trail pathway, and explained the specifics of the project to the Commissioners.  
A prototype will be available in mid-February will be presented to the Commission. 
 

Commission received and commented. 
 

ITEM 2 
2010-11 ARTS GRANTS 
Arts and Events Administrator, Phil Lantis, gave a PowerPoint presentation on the 2010-11 Arts 
Grants.  Letters will be sent to the applicants with comments and an invitation to meet with staff 
for discussion of working on future grant applications.  Commissioner Fisher questioned that 
maybe we need to look at financial need because some of the bigger organizations have strong 
financial backing compared to some of the smaller arts groups.  Chair Millar explained that 
grants are done with proposals and guidelines, but that perhaps this could be an item for a Study 
Session.   
 

Motion by Commissioner Strickland to approve grant recipients, second by 
Commissioner Dow. 
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ITEM 3 
661ARTS.COM 
Commissioner Dow reported that there is no update this time.  An update will be provided at the 
next Commission meeting. 
 
 Commission received and commented. 
 
ARTS COMMISSION INITIATIVES UPDATE 
Commissioner Fisher reported that they are looking at design and architecture guidelines in 
public art in the draft master plan, to formalize a request to ask for more public art. 
 
Commissioner Strickland reported that he is very excited about all of the arts and education 
going on in Santa Clarita right now.  
 
Commissioner Schmidt reported on an idea he has.  He suggested that we need a permanent 
bandstand/platform/stage area at our parks, a stage with a backdrop and speakers.  He would like 
to come up with a proposal to bring to the Parks, Recreation, and Community Services 
Commission. 
 
Commissioner Dow noted that they can talk offline, he has more ideas.  
 
Chair Millar stated that the leadership and development meeting has not yet been scheduled due 
to scheduling conflicts, but he looks forward to having discussions with the local arts 
organizations. 
 
PUBLIC ART PROJECT STATUS REPORT 
 

Commission received and commented. 
 
STAFF COMMENTS 
Administrator Lantis reminded Commissioners of the Study Session for the finalists for the 
Median Art Project, on Wednesday, January 5, 2011, at 3:00 p.m., in the Century Room.   
 
Administrator Lantis reported that there is a dedication of Canyon Country Park Public Art Work 
on Wednesday, January 12, 2011, at 4:00 p.m. 
 
Administrator Lantis provided an update to the Commissioners on the re-organization within the 
Parks, Recreation, and Community Services Department.  He explained that the Community 
Services Division and Arts & Events area have been combined into one Division.  He also 
introduced and welcomed Ingrid Hardy as the new Interim Superintendent of this Division. 
 
ADJOURNMENT 
Chair Millar adjourned the meeting at 7:10 p.m. 
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FUTURE MEETING 
The next regular meeting of the Arts Commission will be held on January 20, 2011, at 6:00 p.m. 
in Council Chambers, first floor of City Hall, 23920 Valencia Boulevard, Santa Clarita, CA. 
 
 
       
Richard E. Gould, Director 
Parks, Recreation, and Community Services 
 
 
       
Dr. Michael Millar, Chair 
Arts Commission 
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