
Are You 
and Your Horses 
Prepared for an 
Emergency Event?

LACDACCERT
Los Angeles County Department 
of Animal Care and Control

Your Local Animal Control

Your Veterinarian

Your Sheltering Site

Your Family and Out-Of-Area Contacts

Your Equine Disaster Kit 

Would you like more information?  
A FREE comprehensive emergency response 

booklet is only a mouse-click away!         

“What Do I Do With My Horse in a Fire, 
Flood and/or Earthquake?”           

www.etinational.com/                                       
(click on “Docs & Forms” link)

  Leads, Halters, Shanks                                 

  3 Day Supply of Feed/Meds                     

  Buckets for Feed/Water                                                                                      

  Contact List/ ID Photos                                      

  Portable Radio with Batteries               

  Flashlights                                                       

  1st Aid Kit                                                          

  Leg Wraps                                                       

  Blanket or Sheet                                                

  Hoof Pick                                                              

  Tarps                                                                          

  Shovel                                                         

  Sharp Knife                                               

  Wire Cutters                                               

  Water Hose                                                       

  Duct Tape

Take the time to Develop an 
Emergency Plan Today! 

Horse owners are much more likely to 
evacuate early  when they have:                                                             
1) An Emergency Plan                                       
2) Available supplies                                         
3) A pre-arranged destination  where             
.   they feel familiar & comfortable. 

Emergency Contact Numbers



YOU ARE THE ONLY ONE WHO CAN PLAN TO KEEP YOUR HORSES SAFE!

10 Things You Can Do  NOW  To Prepare Your Horses for an Emergency Event 

1. Plan NOW for  Emergency Sheltering  
for Your Horses. Many designated sheltering 
sites may become overcrowded. Make plans 
now to house your horses with friends, at a 
commercial stable or other suitable sites out of 
the danger area. Discuss your plans with every-
one in your family and keep the address and 
driving directions in your emergency kit.

2. Become Involved With (or Start) A 
Neighborhood Network During a disaster 
we will all need to help each other. Neighbors 
can work together to help the horse owners on 
their street who do not have a horse trailer.

3. Make A List  of Emergency Contacts
U s e  t h e  s p a c e             
provided on this       
brochure, use several  
and keep copies in 
your car or trailer as 
well as in your house.

4. Take Photographs and prepare a written 
description of each horse. Put one set in a safe 
place and another set  in your emergency kit.

5. Have a Halter & Rope for Each Horse 
Make sure halters are marked/engraved with 
your contact information or you can write the 
information on a piece of duct tape and stick it 
on the halter. If your horse has medical issues 
or special needs, record this information on a 
luggage tag and attach it to the halter. 

6. Microchip your horses. This is an easy, 
inexpensive way to help identify all of your 
animals.

Living and owning horses in  Southern 
California has its special challenges, 
particularly where emergency prepared-
ness is concerned. It is every horse 
owner’s responsibility to have an     
Emergency Plan in place. This includes 
making arrangements to evacuate or 
preparing an area were horses can      
remain safe during an emergency event. 

EVACUATE EARLY! It is vital for horses 
to be evacuated early from threatened    
areas so horse trailers do not interfere with 
emergency response vehicles. 

If Your Horse is Not Trained to load 
into a trailer, or will not load easily or 
safely, you must work in advance to      
make your horses’ area as safe as             
possible to Shelter in Place. Check with the 
Fire Department for clearance regulations 

BETTER YET –
Train Your Horses To Trailer, and 
have a working trailer available during fire 
season!

DO NOT TURN 
YOUR HORSES LOOSE!! 
Although your instinct may be to let your 
animals loose in the event of a wildland 
fire, your animals are safer in their corrals. 

Loose horses can pose a life threatening 
danger to themselves, the public and to 
emergency responders.

7. Have a 3 Day Supply of Feed 
and Water (per Horse) This is      
particularly important if you plan to 
shelter in place, but you should also 
bring feed (and buckets!) if you evacu-
ate. Make sure to include any medica-
tions your horse may need. Label ALL 
of your equipment.

8. Teach Your Horses How to 
Trailer Spend time loading and 
unloading your horses so they are safe 
and willing to load.

9. Keep Trucks, Trailers & Vans 
Well-Maintained and Ready to 
Move Keep your gas tank full, particu-
larly during Red Flag Warning days.  
Continue working with your horses  
until you are confident they will load.

1 0 .  M a k e  a  D i s a s t e r                    
Preparedness Kit     Store  non  -
perishable supplies in a portable      
container such as a clean trash can, 
bucket or canvas duffle bag. 


