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RJM 
DESIGN GROUP, INC. 
 
PLANNING AND LANDSCAPE ARCHITECTURE  
 

 
CITY OF SANTA CLARITA 

PARKS, RECREATION AND OPEN SPACE MASTER PLAN UPDATE 
WORKSHOP #1 SUMMARY 

June 11, 2007 
 
 
INTRODUCTION 
This report summarizes the results of the first of three (3) workshops to be conducted as a part of 
the public outreach effort to assist in the preparation of the Parks, Recreation and Open Space 
Master Plan Update.  The workshop was held Monday, June 11 from 6:30 to 9:00 pm at the 
Activities Center at the Santa Clarita Sports Park, located at 20880 Centre Pointe Parkway in 
Santa Clarita. The Consultant Team worked with City staff to develop and coordinate the 
workshop. Thirty-eight (38) residents attended the workshop.  Rick Gould, Director of Parks, 
Recreation & Community Services, welcomed participants and introduced the Project Team 
which included staff and the consultants. Bob Mueting, RJM Principal, reviewed the overall 
process for the development and creation of the Parks, Recreation and Open Space Master Plan.  
Bob also presented the workshop purpose and proceeded to facilitate the process. 
 
WORKSHOP GOALS 
The goals of the workshop were presented before the launch of the workshop. The goals were as 
follows: 
1. Provide an overview of the process. 
2. Identify the most important 

community characteristics that make 
Santa Clarita a great place to live, 
work and play. 

3. Identify issues or trends that may be 
negatively impacting those 
characteristics. 

4. Determine how parks, recreation and 
community services can best address 
these issues and support the 
community characteristics. 

5. Begin to determine priorities for 
programs, services, and facilities. 

6. Identify what the plan should be 
generating in terms of outcomes for the community. 

7. Hear and listen to the community’s voice. 
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WORKSHOP PROCESS 
Participants were divided into four working groups for the workshop process. Each member of 
the group sat at a table of no more than ten (10) participants with materials that included a flip 
chart, and markers to record their discussions. Groups were requested to select a 
recorder/presenter. A member of City staff sat with each of the groups.  During the course of the 
workshop, three topics were presented for individual consideration and group discussion. Below 
is a list of the topics discussed. 
 

 Topic I – What are the community characteristics that make Santa Clarita a great place to 
live, work and play? 

 Topic II – What are the issues or trends that may be negatively impacting those important 
characteristics we just discussed? 

 Topic III – What role can Parks, Recreation and Community Services play to address 
these issues and support the community characteristics that make Santa Clarita a great 
place to live, work and play? 

 
Initially, participants were asked to individually respond on forms that were distributed before 
the presentation of each topic. They were encouraged to list as many responses that came to 
mind.  
 
A group discussion then began with 
individual members of each group sharing 
their responses with the entire group.  
Fifteen minutes was allotted for the groups 
to gain consensus on their top three 
answers on the particular topic. Following 
each topic discussion, the group’s 
presenter reported their findings to all of 
the workshop participants. At the 
conclusion of the workshop, 
questionnaires were distributed for the 
purpose of providing further information 
on the participants’ thoughts and insights for the Park, Recreation and Open Space Master Plan 
Update (attached as Appendix A). Graphic Recorder, Suzie Convery of The Grove Consultants, 
documented the results of the workshop and group findings. These graphic recordings are 
included as a part of this report.  
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WORKSHOP SUMMARY 
After the presentations were given, the consultant team identified the top three (3) answers of all 
groups for each of the topics presented. They are listed below: 
 
TOPIC 1 
What are the community characteristics that make Santa Clarita a great place to live, work and 
play? 
 

 Safety 
 Wide Variety of Activities and Facilities 
 Good Schools 
 Family Values 
 Natural Areas 

 
TOPIC 2 
What are the issues or trends that may be negatively impacting those characteristics? 
 

 Growth / Overdevelopment 
 Traffic (need better public transit) 
 Loss of Hillsides/Ridgelines 

 
TOPIC 3 
What role can Parks, Recreation and Community Services play to address those issues to 
support the community characteristics that make Santa Clarita a great place to live, work and 
play? 
 

 Provide a Wide Variety of Facilities and Activities for All Groups/Ages 
 Listen to the Residents/Encourage Resident Participation 
 Maintain Current Activities 
 Preserve Open Space 

 
CONCLUSION 
Upon presentation of the top three priorities for each topic and the collection of all individual 
topic response forms as well as the questionnaire, the workshop participants were thanked for 
their involvement and invited to attend the next workshop scheduled for this project. The Sports 
Workshop is slated for Wednesday, July 18, 2007 to be held at the Activities Center from 6:30 to 
9:00 pm.  The workshop adjourned. 
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The following charts represent the exact wording provided by each group on large format paper.  
They are aggregated here and color-coded to show the workshop consensus responses. 
 
S1 What are the most important community characteristics that make Santa Clarita a great 

place to live, work, and play? 
 

GROUP 1 GROUP 2 GROUP 3 GROUP 4 

Good Schools Safety Safety Facilities (parks, etc. – 
wide variety) 

Family Values 

Diversity of 
Activities: parks, 
seniors, sports, lakes, 
golf 

Natural Beauty / 
Cleanliness 

Solid Sense of 
Community and 
Family 
(connectedness) 

Safety 

Community 
Involvement: schools, 
volunteerism, 
community pride 

Abundance of 
Activities/Services Quality of Schools 

 

Aesthetics: maintain 
natural areas, open 
spaces, community 
appearance 

  

 
 

MOST IMPORTANT COMMUNITY CHARACTERISTICS 

SAFETY 

WIDE VARIETY OF ACTIVITIES AND FACILITIES 

GOOD SCHOOLS 

FAMILY VALUES 

NATURAL AREAS 
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S2 What are the issues or trends that may be negatively impacting those 
characteristics? 
 

GROUP 1 GROUP 2 GROUP 3 GROUP 4 

Overdevelopment Traffic!  More efficient 
mass transit Park Capacity 

GROWTH: 
overcrowding, density, 
losing hillsides 

Maintenance of 
Infrastructure 

Growth – 
overdevelopment, small 
lot size, growth outside 
City limits 

Development - 
Overcrowding Crime, Gangs, Taggers 

Traffic 

Impacting natural 
resources – hills, 
rivers, trees, green 
space 

Ridgeline Preservation 
/ Cemex 

Roads, Traffic, 
Congestion in Newhall 
Pass  -- dependence on 
cars – not public transit 

 

NEGATIVE ISSUES OR TRENDS 

GROWTH / OVERDEVELOPMENT 

TRAFFIC – need better public transit 

LOSS OF HILLSIDES/RIDGELINES 
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S3 What role can Parks, Recreation and Community Services play 
to address those issues to support the community characteristics that 
make Santa Clarita a great place to live, work and play? 

 

GROUP 1 GROUP 2 GROUP 3 GROUP 4 

Tonight’s Event 
(listening to the 
residents) 

Equitable Facilities 
and Programs For All 
– special uses 
(equestrian, dog park, 
etc.) handicapped, 
seniors, adults (not just 
youth) 

Expand Programs and 
Park Space: youth, 
young adults and 
families 

Expand Active Park 
Areas with a Wide 
Variety of Facilities to 
Meet the Needs and 
Interests of ALL Ages 

Diverse Activities: 
BMX track, soccer, SC 
flyfishing, passive 
recreation (bird 
watching, walking 
paths), senior centers 

Maintain Current 
Activities – festivals, 
concerts, arts, sports 

Partnership 
Opportunities with 
businesses, colleges and 
other communities 

Get People Involved!  
Encourage Resident 
Participation and 
Sharing of Opinions.  
Improve 
Communication 
Between City and 
Community 

Continue to Plan, 
Develop & Maintain 
-current 
-new 

Preserving Open 
Spaces – enhancing 
activities for hiking, 
equestrian, etc. 

Disperse Parks, Trails, 
and Facilities 
Throughout the Valley 

Advocate for the 
Environment and Open 
Spaces…Encourage 
Use of Trails 

 

PARKS, RECREATION AND COMMUNITY SERVICES ROLE 

WIDE VARIETY OF FACILITIES AND ACTIVITIES FOR ALL 

LISTEN TO THE RESIDENTS / RESIDENT PARTICIPATION 

MAINTAIN CURRENT ACTIVITIES 

PRESERVE OPEN SPACE 
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APPENDIX A 
 

CITY OF SANTA CLARITA 
PARKS, RECREATION, AND OPEN SPACE MASTER PLAN UPDATE 

COMMUNITY WORKSHOP #1 – June 11, 2007 
WORKSHOP PARTICIPANT QUESTIONNAIRE SUMMARY
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OVERVIEW 

During the community workshop on June 11, 2007 workshop participants were asked to complete a 
questionnaire soliciting their input on the Parks, Recreation and Open Space Master Plan Update.  There 
were (38) workshop participants and (35) completed the questionnaire.  The following is a brief summary 
of their responses, followed by the listing of all of the responses received.  Percentages were calculated 
from the total number of responses for each individual question. 
 
COMMUNITY PROFILE One third (33%) of the workshop participants have a 

head of the household that is 35 to 45 years of age.  
Although 25% were between the ages of 45 and 54 and 
25% were between the ages of 55 and 64 years of age.  
In summary, most of the workshop participants (83%) 
were between the ages of 35 and 64. 

 
48% of the households do not have children in their 
household, whereas 52% of the households have 
children living at home.  Most (43%) of the children 
living at home are between the ages of 10 and 19 years 
of age.   

 
 Over half (67%) of the residents have lived in Santa 

Clarita for more than 10 years.  Within this group it is 
important to note that (27%) have lived in Santa Clarita 
over 20 years! 

 
RECREATION BENEFITS The most frequently (49%) stated that the most 

important benefit when seeking recreation or leisure 
opportunities was “physical fitness, health and well-
being”. 

 
MOST USED RECREATION FACILITY Central Park and the City’s Trails were reported as the 

most used recreation facilities.  However, due to the 
wide variety of responses to this question, it is evident 
that the City of Santa Clarita offers diverse recreational 
opportunities to all of the residents. 

 
MAINTENANCE Santa Clarita parks are in excellent/good condition.  

Most of the participants reported that the maintenance 
quality of parks and recreation areas and facilities is very 
important in their decision to use those facilities. 

 
ONE DESIRED NEW PROGRAM  New program ideas most often reported by the workshop 

respondents were movies in the parks, BMX programs, 
and fly fishing classes. 

 
ONE DESIRED NEW FACILITY  The most frequent response was the need for a casting 

pond, BMX racetrack and a tennis complex. 
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PARKS AND RECREATION SERVICES Workshop participants value the safety, beauty and 
cleanliness of the parks and recreation facilities in Santa 
Clarita.  City staff was mentioned as being nice, helpful 
and that they listen to residents’ issues. 
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1.) Beginning with yourself, please list the age of each resident living in your household. 

 
Head of Household: 

 
1 25 to 34 years 
12 35 to 44 years 
9 45 to 54 years 
9 55 to 64 years 
3 65 years and over 
2 Not a Resident 

 
Members of Household: 
 
2 Under 5 years 
5 5 to 9 years 
17 10 to 14 years  
14 15 to 19 years 
4 20 to 24 years 
4 25 to 34 years 
11 35 to 44 years 
5 45 to 54 years 
8 55 to 64 years 
2 65 years and over 

 
Household Description: 

 
1 One adult with one or more children under 18 
14 Two adults with one or more children under 18 
2 Three or more adults with one or more children under 18 
4 One Adult without children under 18  
12 Two or more adults without children under 18 

 
Number of Persons in Household: 

 
4 One 
10 Two 
5 Three 
9 Four 
2 Five 
1 Six 
2 Seven 

 
2.) How long have you lived in the City of Santa Clarita (write in number of years)? 

 
4 3 Years or Less 
7 4-10 Years 
6 11-15 Years 
7 16-20 Years 
9 Over 20 Years 
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3.) Reflecting upon the recreation patterns of those in your household, which of the following 

benefits do you feel is most important when you or the members of your household seek 
recreation or leisure opportunities? 

 
18 Physical fitness, health and well being 
6 Opportunities to give back to the community through volunteer work 
5 Learning opportunities for hobby, self-improvement or career development 
4 Opportunities to gather and socialize with others 
1 All of the Above and Strength & Leadership 
1 Arts!  Theatre, concerts, independent films, exhibits 
1 Riding horses 
1 A place to practice (locally) BMX racing 

 
4.) During the last year, what park or recreation facilities did you and your household most 

often use?  Please include all types of recreation facilities, whether located in Santa Clarita 
or not.  Include public or private facilities. (Write in name of facility and location) 

 
15 Central Park  
8 Trails 
 East Canyon Trail 
 Bike Trails – McBean and Copper Hill 
 Hiking Trails – near Calgrove 
 South Fork Trail and other trails 
 Trail riding in the open spaces 
6 Newhall Park 
5 Concerts in the Parks 
5 BMX Facilities (Antelope Valley Fairgrounds and Simi Valley) 
4 Activities Center 
4 Almendra Park 
4 Canyon Country Park 
4 Old Orchard Park 
4 Placerita Jr. High (for soccer) 
3 Aquatic Center 
2 Begonias Park 
2 Castaic Lake 
2 Heritage Park 
2 SCV Senior Center 
2 Skate Park 
2 Soccer Fields 
1 Bridgeport Park 
1 Community College (courses for seniors) 
1 Elkins Ranch Golf Course 
1 Glen Park Tennis Court 
1 Golden Valley Adult School 
1 Hart High 
1 Hart Park 
1 HOA Pool and Park area 
1 Jazz Nights on Town Center Drive 
1 Lake Elizabeth 
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1 Local Golf Course 
1 Lyons Ave Valencia Lanes 
1 Oak Springs Canyon Park 
1 Peach Land Elementary School 
1 Pico Canyon Park 
1 Placentia Canyon 
1 Placentia Nature Center 
1 Playtime at Neighborhood Parks 
1 Santa Clarita Athletic Club 
1 Santa Clarita Park 
1 Santa Clarita Sports Complex 
1 SCSC Gym 
1 Towsley Canyon 
1 Travel Village (camping) 
1 Valencia Glen Park 
1 Valencia Hills 
1 Valencia Paseo System 
1 Whitney Canyon 
1 YMCA (Gym) Valencia 
1 Youth Grove 

 
5.) Overall, how would you describe the maintenance of City of Santa Clarita parks and 

recreation areas and facilities?  Would you say the maintenance is . . .  
 

19 Excellent 
15 Good 
1 Fair 

 
6.) How important would you say the maintenance quality of parks and recreation areas and 

facilities is when you make a decision to use those areas or facilities?  Would you say 
maintenance is . . . 

 
25 Very important in your decision 
8 Somewhat important in your decision 
1 Not at all important in your decision 

 
7.) What is the one program, class or activity your household would most like to see added in Santa 

Clarita to meet the needs of your household? 
3 Movies/Theatre in the Park 
2 BMX Racetrack 
2 Fly Fishing Classes and Practice 
2 Fly Fishing Club Meeting Facility 
1 Activities for the 18-20 year olds (dance, social clubs) 
1 Activities for Youth to Young Adults 
1 Activities geared towards teenagers 15-18 on weekend nights 
1 Adding Programs for Special Needs Adults and Youth 
1 Ballroom Dance for Adults 
1 Bring back the Hot Air Balloons 
1 Equestrian Trails 
1 Exercise Class in the Park 
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1 Exploration of the Natural Open Spaces via Horseback within a Family Group 
1 Flat Walking Trails for those of us who are Physically Challenged 
1 Group Exercise at Park 
1 Handicapped Recreation Programs 
1 I’m Satisfied with the Classes and Activities Offered 
1 More Hobbies, Self Iimprovement, Career Development Classes 
1 More Recreational Programs for 25-35 Year Olds 
1 More Swimming 
1 New Sports 
1 Weekend Classes 

 
8.) What is the one recreation facility you would most like to see added in Santa Clarita to meet the 

needs of your household? 
 

4 Casting Pond/Fly Fishing Facility 
3 BMX Racetrack 
3 Tennis Courts/Complex for Tournaments 
2 Amphitheatre 
2 More Open Spaces, Natural Areas 
2 More Pools 
2 Additional Multi-Use Fields!!! More Large Field Areas that could accommodate 

soccer, football, outdoor volleyball, etc. 
2 Soccer Fields  
1 Artificial Turf Fields 
1 City Golf Course 
1 Community Center for All Ages 
1 Community Center in Canyon Country 
1 Community Fitness Center 
1 More Community Centers, large affordable meeting rooms 
1 Discovery Park – pond and building 
1 Dog Park 
1 Five-a-Side Soccer (Futsal) 
1 Gymnasium 
1 Improvement/Enlargement of Senior Center 
1 Larger Indoor Swimming Pool 
1 Multi-Use Facility in Canyon Country 
1 Open Space for Hiking and Riding 
1 Running Tracks (foam) 
1 Volleyball Court 

 
9.) a.) What do you value most about the Santa Clarita Parks and Recreation services and 

facilities, and why? 
 

1 The cleanliness and neatness of the parks and communities.  It makes me 
comfortable and an enjoyable experience 

1 Diversity of Programs and Facilities 
1 Safety 
1 Safety and Beauty – Chance to get out of dense living space – feel more rural 
1 They seem to be trying to aid and add to the community 
1 Effort for growth and understanding 
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1 The amenities the park have 
1 Pleasant to work with – sensitive to the needs as best as possible 
1 The SCV is a very open and active place to live.  I think the programs offered by 

the parks and in joint effort with the park facilities add to the beauty of Santa Clarita
1 Nice facilities, but not really convenient for Valencia 
1 Safe, Clean and Well Maintained 
1 The communities appreciation of the facilities 
1 Open and beautiful 
1 Different venues – I have three options close to home, but nothing that is multi-use 
1 Well planned and maintained 
1 I value the safety and cleanliness of parks and facilities.  I’m happy my children can 

go to these places without worry. 
1 Their professionalism, hard work, and accessibility 
1 Bike paths.  It is nice to have the ability to ride a bike safely from place to place 
1 Cleanliness, accessibility, safety 
1 Variety 
1 Park’s field space 
1 Well run – clean and safe 
1 Clean and safe environment 
1 Develops sense of community pride 
1 The maintenance standard.  The friendly helpful staff makes the programs more 

enjoyable – less stressful. 
1 Trail system 
1 Well planned, well maintained and beautiful! 
1 Canyon County Park is safe and clean 
1 The trails, as they’re beautiful and offer a safe way to get from one place to another 

 
b.) What changes would you like to see?  
 

c.) What opportunities exist to accomplish 
those changes? 

1 You are doing a great job ….[no answer] 
1 More facilities and programs ….[no answer] 
1 More open space ….[no answer] 
1 More parks ….willing community 
1 Financial support (equitable) from all 

upper middle class neighborhoods allowed 
to use facilities.  Ample opportunity for 
families on subsistence programs to use 
facilities at little or no cost 

 
 
 
 
….Wish I knew!  Schools and non-profits 
are good sources to help these with few 
economic resources 

1 Increased budget ….[no answer] 
1 More parks with different activities ….[no answer] 

1 Additional multi-use fields developed on 
Newhall, Valencia and Canyon Country 
areas 

 
 
….[no answer] 

1 Tennis courts ….[no answer] 
1 Expand availability to all valley areas ….this planning session is a good start! 
1 Restrooms ….[no answer] 
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1 More facilities ….[no answer] 
1 More facilities with more diversity of 

activities 
 
….make the Dept. of Parks and Recreation 
an influential force in the community 

1 Work with local organizations to help 
develop adequately sized and amount of 
parks 

 
 
….community meetings like this 

1 Additional trails/paths for access to schools, 
parks 

 
….formation of park and open space 
district 

1 A little more park patrol to curb gang or 
mischief from people who need more 
supervision 

 
 
….maybe camera’s or sheriff drive by’s 

1 Quit permitting space to clubs that bring 
teams from outside the SCV to play.  Let’s 
take care of our own first! 

 
 
….the field allocation meeting! 

1 More parks, continued expansion of the 
bike path system 

 
….[no answer] 

1 More programs (facilities) for the poor ….meetings like this 
1 Have a park patrol ….[no answer] 
1 Increase opportunities ….increase hours of operation 

1 Put park through our City central location, 
not good 

 
….developers should have to give open 
space in order to be able to develop 

1 More facilities ….build more as development occurs 
1 Patrol parking lots – Central Park gets very 

congested 
 
….hire more staff – security at highly 
utilized facilities. 

1 Address all ages and aspects of our 
community 

 
….[no answer] 

1 Complete trail system ….[no answer] 
1 More equitable use of money for niche or 

specialized use 
 
….win the lottery! 

1 More programs at park ….[no answer] 
1 More emphasis on public art throughout the 

City 
 
….there are many…and it’s starting to 
happen 
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OTHER COMMENTS (RECEIVED VIA EMAIL): 
 
From: George Kirby [mailto:budoshin@earthlink.net]  
Sent: Monday, June 11, 2007 11:30 AM 
To: Ruth Levine 
Subject: RE: You are invited to attend Parks, Recreation, & Open Space Master Plan Community 
Workshop  

Ruth- 
    I was going to be there tonight except I have to cover Marc's class tonight due to illness. 
    If I can get my two-cents in, I would like to see at least 3-4 additional large staffed recreation facilities. 
These would include a gymnasium and several good-sized classrooms [with storage] per structure that 
can be used for contract classes & other activities. If Santa Clarita is going to "level out" at around 
250,000 people, those facilities are essential, especially for young people. I know there are a lot of 
commercial sports ventures/private studios, etc., that might object to this, but if they can put out a good 
product they will continue to do well in Santa Clarita. If we were to follow the Burbank model, population 
around 95,000, Santa Clarita should have at least 6-7 such facilities. 
    Also need to protect open space areas. It's a significant reason people move to Santa Clarita -- 
because it's a nice looking community. 
  
Respectfully submitted, 
George Kirby 
 
 
 
From: Marsha McLean  
Sent: Monday, June 11, 2007 12:06 PM 
To: Rick Gould 
Cc: Ken Pulskamp 
Subject: Parks, Rec & Open Space Master Plan Update 

Hi Rick,  I am unable to attend tonights public meeting - I was going to bring up Elsmere Canyon. 
I think it is important to have the following included in the Master Plan language: 
  
1.  Maintain the viability and integrity of the wildlife corridor from north of Placerita, through Whitney and  
     Elsmere Canyon. 
2.  Maintain and Enhance the Los Pinetos under crossing - do not allow any access roads 
3.  Enhance the animal crossing - across Sierra Highway, through the Honda Oil Property to the Gate 
King 
     property, through Las Lomas - connecting to Towsley and the Santa Monica's. 
4.  Recognize the need for State Historical Status for La Puerta in Elsmere Canyon 
5.  Begin the legislative process for re-instating the portion of Elsmere Canyon that was removed from the 
Rim of  
     the Valley trail Corridor. 
  
Thanks for your help on this,    Marsha 
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RJM 
DESIGN GROUP, INC. 
 
PLANNING AND LANDSCAPE ARCHITECTURE  
 

 
 

CITY OF SANTA CLARITA 
PARKS, RECREATION AND OPEN SPACE MASTER PLAN UPDATE 

WORKSHOP #2 SUMMARY 
July 18, 2007 

 
 
 
INTRODUCTION 
This report summarizes the results of the second of three (3) workshops to be conducted as a part 
of the public outreach effort to assist in the preparation of the Parks, Recreation and Open Space 
Master Plan Update.  The workshop was held Wednesday, July 18 from 6:30 to 9:00 pm at the 
Activities Center at the Santa Clarita Sports Park, located at 20880 Centre Pointe Parkway in 
Santa Clarita. The Consultant Team worked with City staff to develop and coordinate the 
workshop. Thirty (30) residents attended the workshop.  Rick Gould, Director of Parks, 
Recreation & Community Services, welcomed participants and introduced the Project Team, 
which included staff and the consultants. Bob Mueting, RJM Principal, reviewed the overall 
process for the development and creation of the Parks, Recreation and Open Space Master Plan 
Update.  Bob also presented the workshop purpose and proceeded to facilitate the process. 
 
WORKSHOP GOALS 
The goals of the workshop were presented before the launch of the workshop. The goals were as 
follows: 
1. Provide an overview of the process. 
2. Identify and discuss 

the best and worst 
sport facilities in the 
City of Santa 
Clarita. 

3. Identify sports 
facility needs. 

4. Determine 
opportunities that 
may help to address 
the identified sport 
facility needs. 

5. Begin to determine priorities for programs, services, and facilities. 
6. Hear and listen to the community’s voice. 
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WORKSHOP PROCESS 
Participants were divided into four (4) working groups for the workshop process. Each member 
of the group sat at a table of no more than ten (10) participants with materials that included a flip 
chart, and markers to record their discussions. Groups were requested to select a 
recorder/presenter.  During the course of the workshop, five topics were presented for individual 
consideration and group discussion. Below is a list of the topics discussed. 
 

 Topic 1 – What are the top three sports facilities in Santa Clarita?   Why? 
 Topic 2 – What are the worst three sports facilities in Santa Clarita?   Why? 
 Topic 3 – List the top five sport facility needs in Santa Clarita. 
 Topic 4 – List the top three opportunities for meeting current and future sport facility 

needs. 
 Topic 5 – List the three most important improvements to Santa Clarita’s parks, recreation  

and open space network. 
 
Initially, participants were asked to individually respond on forms that were distributed before 
the presentation of each topic. They were encouraged to list as many responses as time allowed.  
 
A group discussion then began with 
individual members of each group sharing 
their responses with the entire group.  Fifteen 
minutes was allotted for the groups to gain 
consensus on their top three answers on the 
particular topic. Following each topic 
discussion, the group’s presenter reported 
their findings to all of the workshop 
participants. At the conclusion of the 
workshop, questionnaires were distributed 
for the purpose of providing further 
information on the participants’ thoughts and 
insights for the Park, Recreation and Open 
Space Master Plan Update (attached as Appendix A).  
 
WORKSHOP SUMMARY 
After the presentations were given, the consultant team identified the top three (3) answers of all 
groups for each of the topics presented. They are listed below: 
 
TOPIC 1A 
What are the top three sports facilities in Santa Clarita?  Why? 

 Central Park (multi-use, variety, lighted fields, well maintained) 
 Santa Clarita Sports Complex (multi-use, growth potential, clean) 
 Aquatic Center (state-of-the-art, fitness/competition/recreation variety of uses) 
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TOPIC 1B 
What are the worst three sports facilities in Santa Clarita?  Why? 

 Newhall Park (poor lighting, safety, lack of activities, small parking lot) 
 Bouquet Canyon Park (softball field, up-keep) 

 
TOPIC 2 
As a group, list the top five sport facility needs in Santa Clarita. 

 Multi-Use Fields 
 Gymnasium/Indoor Basketball Courts 
 Tennis Facility/Courts 
 BMX Facility 
 Special Needs Park 

 
TOPIC 3 
As a group, list the top three opportunities for meeting current and future sport facility needs. 

 Expand or Renovate Existing Parks 
 Joint Use Agreements / Partnerships 
 Acquire Vacant or Open Space Land 

 
TOPIC 4 
As a group, list the three most important improvements to Santa Clarita’s parks, recreation and 
open space network. 
 

 Build New, Expand or Renovate Parks 
 Lighting in Parks 
 Provide Active Parks 

 
CONCLUSION 
Upon presentation of the top three priorities for each topic and the collection of all individual 
topic response forms as well as the questionnaire, the workshop participants were thanked for 
their involvement and invited to attend the next workshop scheduled for this project. The third 
and final Workshop is slated for Wednesday, November 28, 2007 to be held at the Activities 
Center from 7:00 to 9:30 pm.  The workshop adjourned. 
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The following charts represent the exact wording provided by each group on large format paper.  
They are aggregated here and color-coded to show the workshop consensus responses. 
 
S1 What are the top three sports facilities in Santa Clarita?   Why? 

 

GROUP 1 GROUP 2 GROUP 3 GROUP 4 

Central Park 
(multi-use; aesthetics)  

Central Park 
(lots of activities) 

Central Park (lighted 
fields, variety of 
offerings, parking, 
large open space areas) 

Central Park ( multi-
use fields, well 
maintained- expansion 

Sports Complex 
(multi-use; aesthetics) 

Aquatics Center 
(state-of-the-art) 

Aquatics Center 
(physical fitness, 
recreation, team + 
competition)  

SCSC (new, clean, 
variety, growth 
potential) 

William S. Hart 
(share facilities) 

Almendra Park 
(open area) 

Trails (unstructured, 
passive, team) 

Community Center 
(variety, potential for 
program expansion) 

 

TOP SPORTS FACILITIES 

CENTRAL PARK 

SANTA CLARITA SPORTS COMPLEX & AQUATICS CENTER 
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S2 What are the worst three sports facilities in Santa Clarita?  Why? 
 

GROUP 1 GROUP 2 GROUP 3 GROUP 4 

Newhall Park 
(outgrown for 
community) 

Newhall Park 
(safety, lack of 
activities) 

North Oaks Park (age, 
lack of parking, ugly, 
poor play equipment) 

Newhall Park (poor 
lighting, small parking 
lot) 

Creekview Park 
(where is it?, not 
usable to community) 

Bouquet Canyon 
Park (up-keep) 

Gym & Skate Park 
(small, strange 
configuration) 

Bouquet Canyon 
Park (softball 
diamond) 

Not Enough 
Santa Clarita Park 
(parking, general 
safety, pool) 

Various Older Parks 
Canyon Country Park 
(sports fields 
dangerous – not level) 

 

WORST SPORTS FACILIITES 

NEWHALL PARK 

BOUQUET CANYON PARK 
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S3 As a group, list the top five sport facility needs in Santa Clarita? 

 

GROUP 1 GROUP 2 GROUP 3 GROUP 4 

Multi-use fields Multi-use fields Field space w/lights Multi-use fields 
(soccer, football) 

Gymnasium Basketball Gym BMX Race Track - 
lights 

More Gyms & B.B. 
Courts 

Tennis Facility Tennis Fly Fishing pond, 
clubhouse - lights Special Needs Park 

Dog Park BMX Bike & Walks Paths Softball, T-ball 
Diamonds 

Trails Baseball Special Needs Park Tennis Courts 

 

TOP FIVE SPORT FACILITY NEEDS 

MULTI-USE FIELDS 

GYMNASIUM/INDOOR BASKETBALL  

TENNIS FACILITY/COURTS 

BMX FACILITY 

SPECIAL NEEDS PARK 
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S4 As a group, list the top three opportunities for meeting current and 
future sport facility needs. 

 
GROUP 1 GROUP 2 GROUP 3 GROUP 4 

Funding for existing 
parks/projects  
 

Expansion of existing 
facilities (sports 
complex/Central Park 

Expand Central Park Reconfigure existing 
park areas) 

Purchase Open Space 

Redesign of older 
facilities (other sports) 

Pursue JUA w/DWP 
(ASAP) 

Joint Use Agreement  
(public/private 
partnership) 

New look at Canyon 
Country Park 
(renovate/redesign) 

Partnerships 
(developers, school 
districts 

Renovate Newhall Park Locate additional land Expand/create new JUA

 
No. Whites Canyon 
(beyond Canyon Crest 
Dev) 

 Whittaker-Bermite Site 

 

TOP THREE OPPORTUNITIES 

EXPAND OR RENOVATE EXISTING PARKS 

JOINT USE AGREEMENTS / PARTNERSHIPS 

ACQUIRE VACANT OR OPEN SPACE LAND 
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S5 As a group, list the three most important improvements to Santa 
Clarita’s parks, recreation and open space network. 

 
GROUP 1 GROUP 2 GROUP 3 GROUP 4 

Acquire and develop 
new park land to  

include lighting and Develop & connect 
Parks and Trail system 
through valley 

Renovation of Parks 

Optimize use per park 
Improve 
Expand 
Incorporate  

parking to meet the 
demands for active 
facilities for our active 
and diverse community 

To expand safe park  

system  (lighting 
fields) 

Safety/Park Ranger 
Program   

Serving the 
underserved Lighted & Maintained   

 Activity-driven parks   

 

THREE MOST IMPORTANT IMPROVEMENTS 

NEW, EXPANDED OR RENOVATED PARKS 

LIGHTING IN PARKS 

PROVIDE ACTIVE PARKS 
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APPENDIX A 

 
CITY OF SANTA CLARITA 

PARKS, RECREATION, AND OPEN SPACE MASTER PLAN UPDATE 
COMMUNITY WORKSHOP #2 – July 18, 2007 

WORKSHOP PARTICIPANT QUESTIONNAIRE SUMMARY 
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OVERVIEW 
During the community workshop on July 18, 2007 workshop participants were asked to complete a 
questionnaire soliciting their input on the Parks, Recreation and Open Space Master Plan Update.  If 
participants already completed a questionnaire at the first workshop, they were told not to complete the 
questionnaire again.  There were (30) workshop participants and (13) completed the questionnaire.  The 
following is a brief summary of their responses, followed by the listing of all of the responses received.  
Percentages were calculated from the total number of responses for each individual question. 
 
COMMUNITY PROFILE Most of the workshop participants (62%) were between 

the ages of 35 and 54.  (38%) of the workshop 
participants had a head of the household that is 35 to 44 
years of age.   
 
Over half (54%) of the households have two adults with 
one or more children under 18.  Most (60%) of the 
children living at home are between the ages of 10 and 
14 years of age.   

  
RECREATION BENEFITS All of the workshop participants stated that the most 

important benefit when seeking recreation or leisure 
opportunities was “physical fitness, health and well-
being”. 

 
MOST USED RECREATION FACILITY Central Park and Santa Clarita Sports Complex were 

reported as the most used recreation facilities.   
 
MAINTENANCE Santa Clarita parks are in excellent/good condition.  

Most (85%) of the participants reported that the 
maintenance quality of parks and recreation areas and 
facilities is very important in their decision to use those 
facilities. 

 
ONE DESIRED NEW PROGRAM  New program ideas most often reported by the workshop 

respondents were golf and tennis programs/activities.  
Participants also expressed a desire for 
programs/activities in locations throughout the 
community, so that they are accessible and convenient 
for all residents. 

 
ONE DESIRED NEW FACILITY  The most frequent response was the need for tennis 

courts.  One participant suggested Central Park as a good 
location for tennis courts.  Lighted fields were also 
mentioned as a new facility desired. 

 
PARKS AND RECREATION SERVICES Workshop participants value the open space, the aquatics 

facility, and the abundant parks system.  City staff was 
mentioned as dedicated and wonderful.  Expanding Joint 
Use Agreements with public, private, or schools was 
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mentioned as on opportunity to expand parks and 
programs. 
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1.) Beginning with yourself, please list the age of each resident living in your household. 

 
Head of Household: 

 
3 25 to 34 years 
5 35 to 44 years 
3 45 to 54 years 
1 55 to 64 years 
1 65 years and over 

 
Members of Household: 
 
1 Under 5 years 
5 5 to 9 years 
12 10 to 14 years  
2 15 to 19 years 
4 20 to 24 years 
3 25 to 34 years 
7 35 to 44 years 
2 45 to 54 years 
0 55 to 64 years 
0 65 years and over 

 
Household Description: 

 
0 One adult with one or more children under 18 
7 Two adults with one or more children under 18 
1 Three or more adults with one or more children under 18 
1 One Adult without children under 18  
4 Two or more adults without children under 18 

 
Number of Persons in Household: 

 
1 One 
2 Two 
2 Three 
2 Four 
6 Five 

 
2.) How long have you lived in the City of Santa Clarita (write in number of years)? 

 
4 3 Years or Less 
2 4-10 Years 
3 11-15 Years 
3 16-20 Years 
1 Over 20 Years 
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3.) Reflecting upon the recreation patterns of those in your household, which of the following 

benefits do you feel is most important when you or the members of your household seek 
recreation or leisure opportunities? 

 
13 Physical fitness, health and well-being 
0 Opportunities to gather and socialize with others 
0 Learning opportunities for hobby, self-improvement or career development 
0 Opportunities to give back to the community through volunteer work 

 
4.) During the last year, what park or recreation facilities did you and your household most 

often use?  Please include all types of recreation facilities, whether located in Santa Clarita 
or not.  Include public or private facilities. (Write in name of facility and location) 

 
2 Santa Clarita Aquatics Center 
2 Biking / Walking Trails 
7 Central Park 
1 William S. Hart School District  
1 Softball  
1 Bouquet park 
2 Santa Clarita Sports Complex 
2 Canyon Country Park 
1 Sierra Vista 
1 Valencia High 
1 William S. Hart Baseball 

 
5.) Overall, how would you describe the maintenance of City of Santa Clarita parks and 

recreation areas and facilities?  Would you say the maintenance is…  
 

7 Excellent 
5 Good 
1 Fair 
0 Poor 

 
6.) How important would you say the maintenance quality of parks and recreation areas and 

facilities is when you make a decision to use those areas or facilities?  Would you say 
maintenance is . . . 

 
11 Very important in your decision 
2 Somewhat important in your decision 
0 Not very important in your decision 
0 Not at all important in your decision 
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7.) What is the one program, class or activity your household would most like to see added in Santa 

Clarita to meet the needs of your household? 
 

3 Golf 
1 Lighted multi-purpose fields 
1 Bike Trails 
3 Tennis 
1 Gym for Basketball 
2 Multi-use fields for Football 
1 Larger Skate Park 
1 BMX Park 
2 Special Needs  
1 More Soccer  

 
8.) What is the one recreation facility you would most like to see added in Santa Clarita to meet the 

needs of your household? 
 

1 Aquatic Facility in Saugus 
1 Lighted soccer fields 
1 Bike Trails 
1 Multi-use fields with lights 
1 Additional competitive aquatic complex 
1 BMX track 
3 Tennis Courts (at Central Park) 
1 Gymnasium  
1 Larger Central Park 
2 More Fields 
1 Soccer Center 
1 Universally Accessible Playground  
1 Golf Course 
1 Driving Range 
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9.) a.) What do you value most about the Santa Clarita Parks and Recreation services and 
facilities, and why? 

 
1 State of the Art Aquatic Center 
1 Close proximity to home 
1 Safety 
2 Open Space (easy accessible, multi-use) 
1 Sensitivity to resident needs and ideas 
1 Community interaction 
1 Availability of plenty of parks around Santa Clarita Valley 
1 Staff Dedicated and Wonderful 
1 Aquatics 
  
b.) What changes would you like to see?  
 

c.) What opportunities exist to 
accomplish those changes? 

More programs brought out to parks in  four 
communities (Valencia, Canyon Country, Saugus, 
Newhall)………………………………………….. 

 
 
Renovate the old parks to make them 
2007 savy 

Better use of older park facilities…………………  
(2)More lights for fields………………………….. Add lights to existing parks or JUA’s 
Building more multi-use fields for all youth sports JUA 
More expansion and re-use of park space………... JUA 
 
 
More space…………………………………….. 

We are limited only by our lack of 
desire or imagination 
Re-doing parks to make them better 

Re-design what we have in use now Expand and redevelop what we 
already have 

Expand SCSC and Central Park Improve and/or enforce 
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Santa Clarita PRCSD Stakeholder Interviews (14)  
Questions/Responses 
 
1. What are the most important issues related to the Parks, Open Space, Recreation 
Facilities, and Services currently provided? 

Need to acquire, preserve, maintain open space , greenbelts & 
ridgeways/integrate Open Space Plan with PR Master Plan 

XXXXXX
XX 

Keeping pace with growth/current deficit in parks, facilities and open space XXXXXX
X 

Acquisition, construction, accessibility and connectivity of multi-use trails XXXXX 
Meeting recreational needs of the future XXX 

Better coordination with other agencies to identify needs for planning programs 
and facilities 

XX 

Acquire property to buffer sensitive natural areas and wildlife corridors/create 
spaces along hillsides and ridges 

XX 

Insufficient sports fields, tennis courts, gymnasium space XX 
Losing equestrian space to developers XX 

Quality development of recreation facilities X 
Some facilities lack convenient access X 

Inadequate communication with and outreach to underserved populations X 
Ability to serve all areas of the city and the county X 

Joint Use with school districts/who is responsible for supervision of parks adjacent 
to schools – Sheriff or school staff? 

X 

Preserve City image and heritage X 
Need to plan for changing nature of community /aging population/something 

for everyone 
X 

Maintenance of parks X 
More user-friendly recreation programs X 

Consistency with County programs /need to coordinate not duplicate/plan 
jointly with County General Plan 

X 

Discrepancy between County/City park standards/need action plan for 5 per 
1000 population standard 

X 

Need to outreach to special needs community/inclusive programming  X 
Dividing funding pie to satisfy all needs and population segments X 

Regional growth outside City impacts parks, recreation and open space needs 
– must be addressed in Master Plan 

X 

Developers must provide parks & rec. facilities for their own residents to reduce 
burden on City 

X 

Angeles National Park must be preserved as it abuts city X 
2. What do you believe should be the important services and facilities for residents in the 
future? 

Tennis courts that meet NTA standards for major completion & training  XXXXXX 
Provide parks and rec. facilities in multiple locations/identify gaps in services, 

e.g. Canyon County 
XXXXX 

Amphitheatre/outdoor theatre XXXX 
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Communicate/coordinate with areas proposed for annexation to guarantee  
quality park system 

XXX 

Big League Dreams – fields for youth and adult baseball, regional baseball 
complex for training & competition 

XXX 

Dog Parks XXX 
Aquatics facilities, e.g. play pool at Newhall Park, Olympic-sized pool XXX 

More performing arts venues with College of the Canyons XXX 
Make parkland/open space accessible & walkable /walkable 

communities/plans for pedestrians 
XXX 

Add parks that can be operated by non-profits, e.g. YMCA for joint-use, 
fundraising 

XX 

Family-based programs and services, e.g. Day Care XX 
Develop multiuse parks and facilities for flexibility and full potential XX 

Gymnasiums XX 
Public art XX 

Meet needs of tomorrow’s kids X 
Open Space Initiative  X 

Develop schools and parks for joint use and to share maintenance 
responsibilities 

X 

Partner with County for joint resources X 
Health and Wellness programs, e.g. hiking for active adults X 

East end community center X 
Large areas for parking shuttles & staging area for movie making and large 

scale special events 
X 

Filming at Melody Park – Cowboy Festival X 
Lighted fields X 

More of everything – land getting more expensive X 
Community garden X 

Enhance trails X 
Plaques in parks to link history and land/promote heritage X 

Santa Clara River as showcase X 
Bicycle- friendly community X 

Low-draft fountains in gathering places/water play X 
Parks and facilities accessible to public safety response X 

Pre-school recreation programs X 
More public transit to high schools/transportation from afterschool programs at 

schools 
X 

Build neighborhood identities link with City identity/community of villages that 
stay true to City-wide standards 

X 

Afterschool programs that respond to diverse interests e.g., skateboards, 
computers, water play areas 

X 

More active parks for sports, sport complexes X 
Programs for all ages X 

More visual arts X 
Large spaces for youth sports in unincorporated areas X 
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More services for seniors X 
Multi-use trails X 

Clean and wholesome teen gathering place X 
3.  What do you think the Department does best in providing services to community 
residents? 

Good services/good department/everything XXXX 
Variety and quality of recreational services with high participation for diverse 

community 
XXXX 

Creating new parks and opportunities for recreation XXX 
Good maintenance of parks and facilities XXX 
Staff have pride in their work and the City XXX 

Planning and building facilities XX 
Good oversight of system XX 

Large park programming- athletics, events, concerts XX 
Staff strive for excellence XX 

Seasonal brochure XX 
Social services X 

Listens to residents X 
Staff creative in solving problems and finding solutions X 

On-line registration X 
Parks and facilities are welcoming places – Department cares about citizens X 

Public relations X 
Chalk Art event X 

Marathon X 
Network of trails X 

Department forward thinking and contemporary in outlook X 
Amgen Bike Tour X 

Veterans Plaza X 
Accommodating people, e.g. wait lists X 

Proactive in planning good programs, even in unincorporated areas X 
Reasonable prices for services X 

Scheduling fields and facilities to accommodate high demand X 
Partnering with schools, colleges, others X 

4. How do you think the Department could improve in providing services and facilities to 
community residents? 

Acquire and develop more open space and parkland XXX 
More outreach to service clubs, schools, HOA’s for fundraising, sponsorship XX 

Parks and Recreation Commission must consider community’s interests and 
needs over personal agendas/balance needs of many with needs of few 

XX 

Add more technology based services, e.g. on-line classes, registration, 
interactive web tools 

XX 

Better communication with schools on commons goals and joint use of facilities XX 
More programs for active adults e.g. passive activities bocce, lawn bowling, tai 

chi, exercise trails 
XX 

Activities for the east side XX 
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Community Center in Canyon County – serve seniors as well X 
Attract regional and state events, e.g. aquatics X 

Provide spectator seating at pools X 
Expand parking at recreational venues- plan for 120% X 

More maintenance funding X 
Rehabilitation of trails X 

Easy, friendly access to programs X 
More off-road bike trails X 

Trails as transport corridors X 
Improve response to repairs, e.g. trails after flooding X 

More matching funds for development of facilities X 
Focus groups to hear ideas X 

Serve areas outside of city with marketing and outreach X 
East side sports complex X 

Public art consensus X 
Better internal relationships with other City Departments X 

Department Divisions need to work more closely and cohesively and support 
front line staff/presence of management in the field and at events 

X 

Teen programming plan X 
Places for dancing X 

Amphitheatre/outdoor concert areas X 
Create a heritage museum of national importance/connect with Newhall’s 

Children’s Museum 
X 

Equestrian trails connected X 
Outdoor roller skating rinks operated by City or concessionaire X 

More funding X 
Reach park acreage standards for 1000 population X 

Fill in gaps in programs X 
Public golf – clean up Whitaker site X 

Historic tours, lectures on city history X 
Sufficient maintenance personnel X 

More tennis courts, fields  X 
Enhance Santa Clara River for recreation activities, e.g. fishing, wildlife viewing X 

Better excursions for youth and adults X 
Better coordination between County and City X 

Review of non-resident fees X 
City assist County in reducing program fees X 

Complete acquisition and preserve greenbelts around the city X 
5 a. Is there any particular segment of the population that you feel is currently 
underserved by the Parks, Recreation and Community Services Department? 

Growing older adults population XXXXXX
XXX 

At risk youth/teens XXXX 
Canyon County residents XXX 

Low to moderate income residents XX 
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Special needs of the disabled XX 
Minority community X 

Non-English speaking community X 
Disengaged parents – don’t encourage participation or understand value of 

recreation 
X 

East Newhall residents X 
Tennis players – courts not available locally X 

Some communities feel disconnected from the City – feel closer to schools X 
Influx of Korean population – affluent/different values X 

Skateboarder, skaters X 
Youth during non-school hours X 

Equestrians X 
Hikers X 

No segment completely overlooked, but youth should be #1 priority X 
Non-users X 

5b. What are the opportunities to provide programs, services and/or facilities to this 
population segment? 

More partnering with other entities for outreach, facilities and program 
development, e.g. environmental groups, health & wellness groups, College of 

the Canyons, school district and private sector 

XXXXX 

Make programs more affordable XX 
Canyon County Community Center – also serving seniors XX 

Encourage more volunteerism through activities that engage residents, e.g. 
River Rally 

XX 

Open Space Initiative – leverage funds, develop trail networks to connect non-
city trails and park locations 

XX 

Seek grants  and other new financial resources XX 
Use existing space more thoroughly, e.g. incorporate more programs at College 

of the Canyons, joint use of schools, etc. 
XX 

Focus on afterschool programs for latch-key and at-risk youth XX 
Programs like YES, a positive job matching service for teens X 

Better outreach to non-users X 
Mentoring between seniors and youth X 

Provide Street Fairs/Park Day Events that are non-threatening, and free and 
open to all 

X 

Interact with/outreach to seniors x 
Promotional  materials/outreach in Spanish language X 

More youth-oriented facilities X 
Graffiti abatement X 

Open  space underutilized – develop programs to get people active X 
Newhall Park Kids Day X 

Get community interested and active X 
Work with existing Senior Center to identify City’s role in senior recreation 

activities 
X 

Library expansion X 
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More Sheriff’s substations for safety  X 
Get input from Korean community X 

More supervised and organized activity in parks, esp. Crestview Park X 
More facilities for Castaic area X 

More recreation centers X 
Well-advertised scholarships for the disadvantaged X 

6. What is your vision for parks, open space, facilities and recreation services in 2017? 
City meets national park standards – 5 acres per 1000 population XXXXX 

Maintain vision for greenbelts and link trails with communities XXXX 
Greatly increase open space and passive parklands around City, insure 
accessibility 

XXXX 

Community Centers and recreational facilities are hub for the community, like 
Vasquez Canyon school site 

X 

Maintain funding of parks and recreation – 1st step in crime prevention  XX 
All populations are sufficiently served, esp. Eastside XX 

More land in public ownership XX 
City/County boundary issues resolved.  Take control of county facilities, e.g. 

William S. Hart ranch. 
XX 

Restore and maximize use of Santa Clara River parkway for passive recreation XX 
Closer relationship between City,  schools and Boys and Girls Club XX 

Continue to build parks and schools cooperatively XX 
Increased active park space and facilities XX 

Healthy lifestyles for all ages – walkable, connected, environmentally aware 
community 

X 

City branding X 
Amphitheatre X 

Community that is senior-friendly and business-friendly X 
Walking/biking trails that are safe X 

Parks that are accessible and convenient for many uses X 
More aquatics X 

Santa Clarita a destination/regional attraction for its trails and open space 
areas 

X 

Open Space bond money is used successfully and effectively X 
Joint venture s in all parks X 

Comprehensive services/City as model for health and safety X 
Trails connected from Santa Clarita via Hwy. 126 to coast X 

Improve use of underutilized Castaic Lake X 
Open access to surrounding wilderness and open space X 

System of regional and neighborhood parks X 
Safe and accessible parks X 

Whitaker site opportunities – golf, fields, amphitheatre  X 
Department continuing to be progressive, in the forefront X 

Community Center in Canyon Country X 
No waiting lists for services and programs X 

Paseo system completed X 
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One Valley – One Vision approach to planning X 
Developed and improved trails plan to serve equestrians in Sand Canyon X 

Historical trails that reflect heritage X 
Get trails dedication through purchase or development agreements X 

Reassess current parks and rehabilitation needs ?? X 
Inclusive recreation for all – especially outreach to Asian population X 

Quiet space vs. open space in parks  X 
7. Priorities for the Department as it plans to meet the future needs of Santa Clarita 
residents: 

a. What is the one recreation program, class or activity you would most like to see 
added in Santa Clarita to meet the needs of the community? 

Expanded and decentralized boomer and senior programs/partner with other 
agencies 

XXX 

Nature education and programs XX 
Soccer X 

Value based programs for youth X 
Youth Water Polo X 

Baseball x 
Teen recreational/intramural sports programs to keep kids in sports after youth 

leagues (those not on school teams) 
X 

Arts programs X 
Public art X 
Bicycling X 

Archery course X 
Small activity areas in parks for passive games, e.g. cards, dominoes, etc. X 

Common park standards of 5 acres per 1000 population X 
Dedicated program for at risk youth – to place them in appropriate activities X 

b. What is the one recreation facility you would most like to see added in Santa Clarita 
to meet the needs of the community? 
Community Center/recreation facility to serve Canyon County population XXX 

Sports park /community center/senior center in Eastside XXX 
Performing Arts Center/Amphitheatre XX 
Dedicated Health & Wellness Center X 

Tennis courts X 
Art Museum X 

Fill gaps in trails system X 
Parks made more accessible X 

Dog Parks X 
Universally Accessible playground for the disabled X 

38 acres next to Sports Complex developed X 
Pocket parks X 

Healing garden X 
More park acreage for team sports X 

8. Additional Comments 
Niche planning for special interests like equestrian  
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Important for City Council to provide the level of resources to move parks and 
recreation  forward 

 

Recreation programs value as prevention – saves people  
Purchase necessary technology in centers to reach community  

Department in the forefront/take the lead in green building, solar power, 
artificial turf, irrigation retrofitting, etc. 

 

Great department – hooray for planning  
Department needs  more innovation/creativity – reevaluate existing programs  

Art competition  
Master Plan is comprehensive and will guide Park & Recreation Commission 

priorities 
 

Hats off to Rich Gould  
Design a cross country course in Central Park  

Intern program for students to work in parks  
City should follow P & R Commission recommendations closer  

Do not build Big League Dreams Park without cost/benefits analysis – is it 
ethical? 

 

Needs assessment for Canyon County, Eastside  
Work with developers to provide the facilities that may only serve a few, e.g. 

River Park or special needs 
 

Need cooperative planning to meet needs  
Better outreach/communication – public not aware of available services in 

some areas 
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City of Santa Clarita 
Parks, Recreation and Open Space Master Plan Update 

 
City Staff Focus Group Summary 

 
October 1, 2007 

 
 
 

 
1. What are the Santa Clarita’s Parks, Recreation & Community Services Department greatest 

strengths and assets in meeting the needs of residents?  
 

• Dedicated Staff and Teamwork 
• Provide Well Maintained Facilities 
• Listens to the Community 

 
GROUP 1 GROUP 2 GROUP 3 

Commitment to Community. Provide multiple well 
maintained venues for active 
sports. 

Land available for 
development, ability to 
grow & funding to support 
growth and preservation 
of open space. 

Staff dedication and 
teamwork. 

Provide diverse inclusive 
programs for youth / adults. 

City Staff is a strong 
asset, many are residents 
dedicated to service 
excellence, thinking 
outside the box and 
supported by Council & 
Management. 

Functional facilities 
managed & maintained by 
knowledgeable staff. 

Solicit and listen to identify 
community needs. 

Tremendous service, 
events, programs 
maintained by Staff and 
Volunteers created 
through vision, 
responsiveness & 
teamwork. 

 
GREATEST STRENGTHS OF DEPARTMENT 

Dedicated Staff and Teamwork 
Provide Well Maintained Facilities 

Listens to the Community 
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2. What are the most important issues related to Parks, Open Space, Recreation Facilities and 
Services currently provided?  

 

• Expand Facilities and Programs 
• Traffic 
• Safety in Parks  

 

GROUP 1 GROUP 2 GROUP 3 
Expand dog parks, field 
space, skate parks, senior 
and community centers, 
throughout community  

Non Resident Fees – 
Education on costs and why. 

– not centralized – dispersed 
neighborhood. 

Meeting Community 
needs. (Inclusion) 

More programs for non-
mainstream activities.  
Meeting needs / balance. 

Provide affordable services 
and park rangers for 
security. 

Not enough: 
Fields, Dog Park, Gyms, 
Cultural Arts Center 

Traffic – Affects activities & 
program attendance.  Parking 
space in parks. 

Want large sporting events – 
Example field of dreams. 

 
Park Ranger - Safety 

 

MOST IMPORTANT ISSUES 
Expand Facilities and Programs 

Traffic (parking in parks, location of facilities) 
Safety in Parks (park rangers needed) 

 
3. What are Santa Clarita’s Parks, Recreation & Community Services Department greatest 

constraints/challenges in meeting the needs of residents?  
 

• Budgets and Funding 
• Full Time Position for Staff Specialists 
• Offer Many Programs and Expand Programs Offered 
 

GROUP 1 (Helmets) GROUP 2 (Soccer) GROUP 3 (Football) 
Meeting the needs of the 
Community with limited 
funding/staff. 

Budget/funding for: 
Facilities, Staff (Specialists), 
Programs. 

Budget funding. 

Smaller public groups have a 
louder voice but do not 
represent majority. 

Space Limitations (inside and 
outside) 

Full time entry level 
position for mentoring 
and growing staff. 

Cover as many programs as 
possible and allow for 
expansion. 

Becoming stale in 
programming – Consider 
other perspectives. 

Maintain participation 
management in style and 
empowerment. 
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GREATEST CONSTRAINTS & CHALLENGES 
Budget / Funding 

Need Full Time Staff / Staff Specialists 
Ability to Offer New Programs  

 
 
 
4. What is your vision for parks, open space, facilities and recreation services in 2017? 
 

• Provide multiple, diverse programs & activities to serve all interests and ages 
• Provide safe facilities 
 

GROUP 1 GROUP 2 GROUP 3 
To build on the wonderful 
programs and facilities we 
currently offer with more 
facilities and programs that 
serve the entire region as 
well as neighborhoods and 
special interests,  

A balance of fun, safe and 
enriching  

Community based (but 
cohesive) facilities that 
are safe (cameras and 
park rangers), provide 
automated information,  

and the participants feeling 
safe and secure without being 
intruded upon. 

programs and events for 
adults, youth and special 
needs at multiple, supervised 
facilities throughout the 
valley, which are 
environmentally sustainable. 

and are accessible by all 
the community, 
particularly our seniors. 

 
VISION 

Provide Safe Facilities 
Provide Multiple Diverse Programs & Activities to Serve All Interests & Ages 

 
 
5. Priorities that the Department needs to address to better serve community residents through 

its parks and recreation services.  
 

A. What is the one program, class or activity you would most like to see added in 
Santa Clarita to meet the needs of the community? 
• Teen Programs 
 

GROUP 1 GROUP 2 GROUP 3 
Program:  Comprehensive 
array of teen programs. 

Program:  That meets the 
needs of the neighborhood. 

Program:  Teen 
Programs 
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B. What is the one recreation facility you would most like to see added in Santa 
Clarita to meet the needs of the community? 
• Community Center with facilities for Arts, Teens and Seniors 

 
GROUP 1 GROUP 2 GROUP 3 

Facility:  Civic Center 
serving the community (arts, 
seniors, teens, etc.) 

Facility:  Neighborhood 
Centers (for seniors, teens 
and after school) 

Facility:  C.R.A.P. 
A Facility with an 
Outdoor Camp, 
Recreation, and Arts 
Programs. (A gym with an 
amphitheatre that has an 
art wing and a 
campground for seniors.  
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6. What needs to be done to accomplish the priorities? 
 

• Assess and Prioritize Needs 
• Identify Opportunities and Secure Funding 
• Make it Happen 

 
GROUP 1 (Helmets) GROUP 2 (Soccer) GROUP 3 (Football) 

Create strategy involving 
prioritization of projects and 
getting community 
involvement and buy-in. 

Enlist expert opinions by 
using best practices. 

Master Plan:  Assessment 
Needs (community, Staff, 
etc.) 

City Council approvals; get on 
management’s radar. 

Observe current usage of 
facilities where activities are 
not planned. 

Secure funding/land. 

Budget, creative funding, 
grants, JUA’s sponsors for 
needed space/land, etc. 

Commit and get it on paper. Build it, Program it, 
Staff it. 

 
HOW TO ACCOMPLISH 
Assess and Prioritize Needs 

Funding (identify opportunities and secure) 
Make It Happen 
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City of Santa Clarita 
Parks, Recreation and Open Space Master Plan 

 
Community Leader Focus Group Summary 

October 1, 2007 
 
1. What are the most important issues related to the Parks, Open Space, Recreation Facilities, 

and Services currently provided? – Group 
• What are people concerned about? 
• What is going on in the community that impacts parks, open space, recreation 
facilities and recreation programs & services? 

 
• Lack of Therapeutic Recreation (3 Red Dots) 
• Same and equal opportunity for disabled 
• Availability of programs for youth with working parents – need later times 6:00 p.m. 
• Access to programs for Seniors and young adults 
• Additional Parks and Facilities (Gyms, Teen Center) Gym shortage, waiting list for kids to 

get on Basketball teams. 
• Growth, less open space. 
• Activity Center location Canyon Country-Traffic and access are issues for activity centers (2 

red dots) 
• Need decentralized facilities (1 red dot) 
• Lack of awareness of programs 
• Better communications needed to reach all markets: youth-resource directory 

o Seasons magazine is good need more teen listings 
• Drop in recreation locations-local community parks  
• Accommodate special needs through collaborative efforts with non-profit organizations 
• Improve access for disabled to special class programs offered by contractors e.g. gymnastics 

–capacity to meet ADA requirements 
• Gallery space for artists and public art (1 red dot) 
• Risk of crime and graffiti as more parks and trail are built and used – need to keep parks safe 
• Sports as therapeutic recreation for disabled not just Special Olympics – non-competitive is 

good also 
• Youth basketball 
• Off street trails/bikeways 
• Natural areas in parks 
• Water features in parks 
• Center with indoor and outdoor areas 
• Cost for non-profit to use facilities 
• Teens need less programming – more time and a place to hang out 
• Maintenance of facilities 
• Management of reserved park areas 
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• Security at parks – lighting 
 

2. How can parks, open space, recreation facilities and recreation services for community 
residents improve? – Group 

 
• Enhance partnerships with non-profits (5 Green Dots) 

o Joint facilities 
o Funding  
o Staffing 

• Ensuring more open space is a top priority. 
• Communication of Service offered through: 

o Schools (ASB) 
o Non profit resource center 
o Senior Center 
o Family Resource Committee 
o Regional Center 
o Libraries 
o Youth groups 
o Web Site 

 Our World 
 Blogs 

• Facilities  
o Accessible playground all ages and abilities (1 green dot) 
o Decentralized facilities ( 1 green dot) 
o Indoor Courts 
o Game areas 
o Fencing of playgrounds 
o Non traditional sports – bocce ball, handball, rugby 

• Handicapped accessible facilities and programs e.g., wheelchair basketball 
• Natural areas with interpretation and environmental education 
• Programs to prevent child-obesity 

o Nutrition 
o Physical activity 

• Tolerance - cultural understanding 
o Unity programs through arts and other programs 

• City assume leadership role to bring groups together to get new facilities and programs – 
more funding through collaboration 

• Dog park 
• Drop-off loading zones at parks 
• Wi-Fi in parks and facilities 
• Ease up on CCR and zoning in industrial areas to use building space for recreation  
 
3. What is your vision for parks, open space, facilities and recreation services in the future? (5–

10 years out) – Group 
• What will be different? 
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• What will be the same? 
(Each group member wrote their vision and these are transcribed below) 
 

• Phase 3 at Central Park.  Maybe a new Park.  Fees for services will increase. Probably some 
traditional parks like Santa Clarita and Newhall will stay the same.      
• Beautiful facilities, natural settings families and children feeding ducks, Sports at sunset 
• Indoor space with recreation rooms and gallery space 
• Working vending machines or small kiosks selling food and drinks 
• Friendly staff available to help the public 
• Plenty of water fountains 
• Nice size trees 
• Clean recycling bins 
• A place where one can feel safe 
• The City of Santa Clarita is a leader, agent for change in preserving a sense of 
community, while serving diverse needs and providing resources. Safe community. 
Collaboration and partnership.  
• Parks and community centers that offer supervised activities by trained staff to work with 
children, teens and young adults with developmental and social differences. Structured and 
unstructured programs.  
• Universal playground for families with a child with physical, visual or hearing disability.  
• The City will offer a wide variety of services to promote healthy lifestyles, diversity and 
cultural awareness, therapeutic social and recreational services in an atmosphere of 
government, business, and non-profit collaboration that creatively maximizes the cost of 
services 
• United community with community feeling through active communication and awareness 
techniques 
• Well planned activities facilities traffic patterns open spaces that accommodate a larger 
population 
• Expansion of events, activities and volunteer programs for residents to participate  
• A wide variety of location and activities for youth to participate in  
• Encourage visitation to Santa Clarita through larger events 
• Provide adequate, affordable, easily accessible, social, recreational, educational health 
and wellness leisure time activities and facilities to enhance the quality of life for community 
residents of all ages, regardless of their abilities or disabilities 
• Walking paths to shopping and workplaces 
• More large facilities for recreation available to outskirts of town ( activity center in 
Canyon Country , Saugus and Valencia 
• Soccer and football fields with parking available for teams to use 
• Existing parks are maintained and updated 
• Position of park ranger is filled by Sheriff’s Department  
• Classes starting at 6:30 p.m. are offered to assist working parents with providing equal 
opportunities for their children 
• Beautiful water feature and garden is added to a park projects ( include exercise paths and 
benches) 
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4. Priorities that the Department needs to address to better serve community residents through 
its parks and recreation services – Group 

• What is the one program, class or activity you would most like to see added in Santa 
Clarita to meet the needs of the community? 
• What is the one recreation facility you would most like to see added in Santa Clarita to 
meet the needs of the community? 
 

Priorities 
Programs Facilities  
Therapeutic Rec. programs (3 dots) Shared Recreation facility – lifestyle enrichment 

Center for all ages and abilities (5dots) 
Social activity Teen places/centers 
YAP sports training (3-8 years) Indoor activity areas - gyms 
Arts education for all ages (2 dots) Cultural Arts Center (2 dots) 
Prevention – youth obesity Better access to schools for recreation 
Non-traditional programs for youth 
12 years and up during non-school 
hours. (2 dots)  

Walking paths, trails (1 dot) 

Safety and security in parks and 
facilities 

Exercise areas in parks 

Teen Activities Gym at Central Park 
  
 
5. What needs to be done to accomplish the priorities? – Group 
• City needs to assume leadership role in public/private/non-profit collaboration 
• Funding to develop facilities in more locations 
• Increase funding – feasibility study 
• Research other city’s best practices to address needs (Torrance, Santa Monica) 
• Ensure that open space is maintained 
• Influence power brokers to the cause 
• Stakeholders need to work together for the community 
• Identify target areas for facilities to find best locations to meet needs 
• Comply with ADA legislation 
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RJM 
DESIGN GROUP, INC. 
 
PLANNING AND LANDSCAPE ARCHITECTURE  
 

 
CITY OF SANTA CLARITA 

PARKS, RECREATION, AND OPEN SPACE MASTER PLAN UPDATE 
WORKSHOP #3 SUMMARY 

November 28, 2007 
 
 
THE PROCESS 
 
All members of the Santa Clarita Valley community, 
including participants of previous workshops were 
invited to an overview of the Master Plan process, and 
summary of the recreation facility and program needs in 
the City.  Thirty-two (32) attendees participated in the 
evening’s workshop discussions in one of four separate 
groups. 
 
An overview of the Master Plan process and a summary 
of community outreach findings were presented, followed 
by a brief outline of the evening’s workshop agenda.   
 
Attendees were presented with a list of all the recreation 
facility needs identified through interviews, focus groups, 
community workshops, sports organization survey, and 
the community-wide phone survey.  Participants 
individually prioritized the facility needs.  Each 
individual then identified their top 10 priorities on a large 
format paper utilizing color dots.  Then, each group 
discussed individual responses until a group consensus on 
the top 5 priorities was reached and recorded on large 
format paper.  The group’s conclusions were presented to 
all workshop participants and posted on the wall.  Then a 
list of all of the recreation program needs identified 
throughout the process was presented, reviewed and 
discussed in the same manner.  The results of the 
workshop were recorded in order to be included in the 
Master Plan documentation. 
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OVERVIEW OF RESULTS 
Following are the two topics discussed and the associated consensus results. 
 
1. What are the Top Recreation Facilities Needed in Santa Clarita? 
 

 Lighting in Parks 
 Teen/Youth Center 
 Event Park 
 Special Needs Facility 
 Senior Center 
 Open Space 
 Multi-Purpose Fields 

 
2. What are the Top Recreation Program and Services Needed in Santa Clarita? 
  

 Special Needs Programs 
 Teen Programs 
 Outdoor Adventure Programs 
 Senior Programs 
 At Risk Youth Programs 
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The following charts represent the exact wording provided by each group on large format 
paper.  They are aggregated here and color-coded to show the workshop consensus 
responses. 
 
S1 What are the Top 5 Recreation Facilities Needed in Santa Clarita? 
 

GROUP 1 GROUP 2 GROUP 3 GROUP 4 

Event Park Trails Special Needs Facility Open Space 

Teen/Youth Center Senior Center (eastside) Multi-Use Field Teen/Youth 

Performing Arts Center 
Historic 
Tourism/Pioneer Oil 
Park 

Gymnasium Soccer Fields with 
Lights 

Special Needs 
Facility/Park Open Space Event Park Multi-Purpose Fields 

Senior Center Park Amenities 
(shade/lighting/parking) Tennis Complex Community Centers 

  Lighting in Parks  

 

TOP RECREATION FACILITY NEEDS 

Lighting in Parks 

Teen/Youth Center 

Event Park 

Special Needs Facility 

Senior Center 

Open Space 

Multi-Purpose Fields 
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S2 What are the Top 5 Recreation Programs and Services Needed in Santa 
Clarita? 
 

GROUP 1 GROUP 2 GROUP 3 GROUP 4 

Special Needs 
Programs 

Senior Programs Youth Programs Outdoor Adventure 
Programs 

Teen Programs Game Nights Outdoor Adventures Festivals/Community 
Celebrations 

At Risk Youth 
Programs 

History 
Tours/Education 

At Risk Youth 
Programs 

Special Needs 
Programs 

Senior Programs Passive/Nature 
Areas/Education 

Teen Programs (15-20 
years) 

Teen Programs (15-20) 

Pre School Programs Special Needs 
Programs 

Special Needs 
Programs 

Emergency 
Preparedness 

 
 

TOP RECREATION PROGRAM NEEDS 

Special Needs Programs 

Teen Programs 

Outdoor Adventure Programs 

Senior Programs 

At-Risk Youth Programs 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 




