Application Deadline: 5:00 p.m.
Friday, January 6, 2017

CITY OF SANTA CLARITA
CITY COUNCIL
APPOINTMENT APPLICATION

Submit signed original application and letters of recommendation
to the City Clerk’s Office by the deadline. No late applications,
postmarks, copies, electronic submissions, or faxes accepted.

PLEASE ATTACH THREE (3) LETTERS OF RECOMMENDATION TO THIS APPLICATION
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(Applicant must be a registered voter residing in the City of Santa Clarita at time of appointment.)
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If so, which one(s)?
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QUALIFICATIONS OR EXPERIENCE (As applicable to the purpose and subject matter of the City Council, and
additional information may be attached to application.)
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Prior to appointment, voter registration status will be verified.
Upon appointment, a Statement of Economic Interests (Form 700) is required.
DAYTIME AND EVENING AVAILABILITY IS REQUIRED

I declare that the information furnished herein is true and correct to the best of my
knowledge.
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Kristin Ghilardi letter of rec
January 3, 2017

The first time I met her, she smiled and stuck out her hand, expecting me to
shake hers. The smile never left her face when I declined. "I hope your day gets
better,"” she calls back to me, as she carries on with her morning. A couple weeks
later I run into her in front of the Good Will Thrift Shop, after hearing story
after story about the support and assistance she'd provided to friends of mine. I
apologized for my stand-offish behavior during our first meeting-I misjudged her.
She later explained that she’'d heard of me-that I was the sort-of natural leader for
those who resided in "the wash"-and that she was eager to meet the person who many
looked to for guidance-she wanted to team up to make a difference together.

Since then, Kristin Ghilardi and I have teamed up regularly. We've worked
with Real Life Church's Outreach Program, the Coalition Against Homelessness,
attended several events to promote the spread of knowledge and resources available
to homeless individuals, worked with several individuals to assist their
circumstances in a legal and drug-free environment, and brought food, clothing, and
shelter to those in need. We consider ourselves a "street team" of those who have
been through it-homelessness and addiction don't seem like obstacles that can't be
overcome, when the people supporting you through it have dealt with the same.

I'd 1ike to recommend Kristin Ghilardi for the open spot on the City
Council. If the City of Santa Clarita is open-minded enough to allow an individual
who has been incarcerated and homeless on its streets within the last year to sit on
its City Council, then maybe...just maybe, these issues can be addressed directly,
compassionately, instead of swept under the rug again.

Thank you for your time and consideration

"Big John" Archer b«pﬁpun_éfz%ng£/L’//
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City Council letter of recommendation
January 6, 2017

Most individuals wouldn't find it so ironic, to find themself endorsing a
repeated patron of their place of work. The irony, in regards to this letter of
recommendation to aid Kristin Ghilardi's application to the City of Santa Clarita’s
City Council, is that the day I met her, she was an inmate at the Santa Clarita
Sheriff station, and I the jailer. She was arrested for possession of a controlled
substance {methamphetamine}. Within a week after, she made a repeat behind-bars
visit to the jail for petty theft.

Since our initial meeting, Kristin has appeared on a variety of occasions,
either in custody herself a couple times, but most often to visit inmates who have
been charged with various misdemeanors, felonies, and/or brought in on warrants to
appear. Her appearance is a surprise, to say the least, to acquaintances who have
never even been visited by family or friends (if they have any). She speaks of
being a liaison between law enforcement and these repeat-offenders who she believes
need support and behavior-modification, instead of going through the
jailtime/release/jailtime cycle over and over again.

Personally, I know of at least 2 individuals who have benefitted from the
time and support she has offered: Alex (a former addict who was almost 8 months
pregnant when she met Kristin-her baby was delivered at the Behavioral Health Center
at Henry Mayo-and Alex is now working full time and spending her free time with her
family) and David (quit using drugs but is incarcerated now due to warrants for
failing to appear/complete classes assigned from previous charges).

I can't speak for the Sheriff Department as a whole-I can only testify to
what I've seen-this girl will ride a bicycle from Canyon Country to the station in
Valencia just to visit someone for 10 minutes-to demonstrate to an inmate who is
depressed, down on his/her luck, and feels like they are worth NOTHING-that they are
worth SOMETHING, to someone.... And being worth something is all that some of these
kids need-Hope. Kristin herself knows how much of a long shot this is. Just as
impossible, everyone thought, that Alex would be able to deliver her baby without
drugs in the baby's system.

Clearly what the city has done to aid the homeless and those who are in need
of behavior modification to combat addiction has not historically been enough.
Motivation, support, hope...as a jailer I've had the opportunity to offer the
inmates I see over and over these things-but I see them for one, two days at most.
The City of Santa Clarita and its residents could both do a bit more to advocate for
these individuals instead of pretending like they are going to get better without
the necessary support. About Kristin-I can say that she is very sincere, her
compassion to those who need support is unmatched, and that she has a good heart.
Perhaps she can offer a new perspective on the City Council that hasn't previously
been considered, let alone represented.
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