City of Santa Clarita

Community Profile

Located in o picturesgue valley just north of Los
Angeles, Sante Clarita is bold and confident n s
role as o premier community for raising families
ard building businesses. The balance of guality
living and quality growth is carefully mamtained
through long-termy planning, fiscal responsihility,
community  involvement, respect  for  the
environment and  strong support. for business
development.  Santa Clarita's  successes  anc
evident in  its  residential  nesghborhoods,
recreational  attractions,  businesses,  eulturl
activities, and commercial, educational asd health
cane cenlers.

Statistics

Popaliation 177,15%
Size 5203 5. miles
Hoosing Unis Ll |
Unemployment Fate? A0
Mledinn Househeld Income H04 0

Climate

Ar 1200 i | A0D Teet above sea level, Sonts
Claritn - enjovs a0 mald  Southern Califomin
Meditermnean  climate, making it ideal  for

Ditisinasss, residential, dd resreaficmul

ppporimies,

& Bummersace dey and waco in the 700 o 1008
runge.

o Winlers are temperate. and senn-moist i the
I to 60F range.

o Precipitation 15 omessured ol 15-18 inches
between November amd March,

Safety

Based on FBI statstics, the City of Sanfa Claria
i4 Chee Foweh safest city of s siee {popalation over
FS0.0000 0 the naticn.  Santa Clania continielly
ranks as one of Colifornm’s top-five safest cities.
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Transporiation

The Sanmfa  Clariti Valley & part ol a
comprehensive  transportation  network  that
inchedes bocal, commuter, amd  dial-a-ride bus
service, which includes routes o Century City,
Van Nuys, the Wamer Center, amdl. to the Los
Angeles, Burbank, and Palmdale airports,  The
City is wocessible vin Highway 126, and the
Golden State and  Antelope Valley Freeways,
The Southern Pacific Railroad has duify freigh
runs; and Aatrak, with stations in the adjacen
Sun Fermundo Valley, provides repular daily
passenper-service o key cities. The ports of Los
Angeles and Long Beach are 50 nndd 60 miles
south of the valley respectively. Venturn and. its
nearby ports are 40 freeway miles nothwest of
the valley. The City of Santa Clarita 15 also proud
of its three Metrolink stations, which carry over
2,000 passengers o day w and from the San
Fermando Villey amd Downtown Los Angeles,
Sants Clarita s the only city, besides the City ol
Los Angeles, with three stations. The award
winning Santa Clarits Transit provides. express
bus services o locsl residentsal and commencial
centers, as well as to the Metrolink stations amd
Downtown  Los  Angebes,  (hher  aliemntive
transportation opions ane available through the
City's 37,7 mibes of bike oml podestrian trails.

Employment

The City of Santa Clarita’s strong amd diverse
coremy. conlinues W expand, making  Santia
Clariea the deal  destination for — Southern
Californin businesses,  Muaintenance of o highly
suppontive environment for business development
i achieved through the cobperinion af the local
Chamber of Commerce and the City governmant,
In addition, companies benelin greatly from the
aren's land. nand leasing opporunities, us well as
from a highly-skilled Iabor pool, varicty of
transportation choices, housing, guality of life,
climate, and scenery, Going into 2008, Tecal jobes
in Santa Clarita had grown by 5.0% annoally
prior to the economic downiurm, where growth 1=
expected to slow down 10 L4%, However, Santa
Clarita continues to have one of the lowest
unemployment mates in Los Angeles County,
Santn Clarita"s top emplovers include 5ix Flags
Californes, Princess Cruises, HR Textron, und the
local school districts,
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Warkloree

The Santa Clarita Valley hosts a highly quafified
andd motivided workforce, The 132,000 (91,300
resiche within city-limts) adult residents. in the
labor force reflect o high level of participation.
Santa Clirita's vibrant workforee has experience
e a variety of industries, especially in sorvices
and mnufactuning, The following chart outlines
Runta Clorta workers™  exceptional  level of
educationnl  attmmment,  which s high in
comparison (o other cities,

Workiorse Education

i
i

Soma Collogn Post-Grad
Collaga Graduate  Training!/Degraa
Education

Sunta Clarit is home to foor local public school
distrcts which rank in the top 106% in California,
based on the Cahlfomia Assessment Proapegm,
Newhall School Dastrict; Saongus Union School
District; Sulphur Springs School District; and
William 8. Hart Union High School District.

Santa Clarita's adult pepulation over the age of
25 15 highly educated. Approxinately 60% of
the pvemll adult population, mclading retirees
and others who o ot part of the workforce,
has attained o degree beyond the high school
diploma.  Residents of the City of Santi Clarita
and the entire Sanu Churita Valley enjoy the
opportunily  of attending any of the three
colleges found in the Suntn Clarita Valley or
nearby California State University, Northridge.
Located in Santa Clarita, California Institute of
the Ars, The Master's Caollege, and College of
the Canyons are an educational resource o our
residents and nearby communities. Collectively,
thoir  student  population. 15 approximiste]y
19,600, Califrnia Sute University, Northridge
i% situaied o the northern part of the San
Fernando Valley, just south of Santa Clarita, and
serves os o additional resource Tor ngher-level
education that 15 more "close o home.”

Community Housing

Sainta Clarita's real pride amd joy 15 s residential
communities. The Santa Clarta Valley has four
distinet communities: Canyon Country; Newhall;
Saugus; and Valencia, Included in each srea are
Family oriented neighborhoods, executive estates,
apartments, condominiums, seniors’ complexes,
and a wide wrray of new wnd resale homes,  Eich
community makes a special contribution (o the
valley's vitality and onigue rural-urban faver. As
w result of more businesses and industrics moving
mlo the srew, residents can live, be entertiained,
amdl shop close tr where they work, vather than
commuting long distances.  Living in Santa
Clarita can be as down-home and cosual a5 a
sprawling Sand Canyon ranch, or as uptown and
stylish as a0 new home in master-planned
Valencia,

Recreational Opportunities

There are a number of recreational and historical
fucilities located I the Santa Clarita Valley
Among them are Sin Flugs Mugic  Mountain
amusement  park omd Melody Ranch  Motion
Picture  Studio,  Witer enthusiasts can enjoy
Custaic Lake, Lake Hughes, Loke Elizabeth, Eake
Piru amd Lake Pyramid, Alsa, popular beaches
such bs Ventura, Mulibo, and Santa Monica are
within o 600 mimuie deve Trom Santa Clarita,
The Angeles Mational Forest, Placenta Canyon
Mature Center, Saugus Train Station,  Vasgquez
Rocks County Park, and the City™s |7 commmmity
parks  are avalable lor  sports,  hiking, and
picnicking, William 5. Hort Park leatures o
maznificent Spanish Colonial mansion museun.
Frazier Park (40 min.} and Mountain High (75
) are o short drive away For ski onthusiests.

Also located i the Sante Cloita Valley e
severil  theaters: The OO Perdforming  Airts
Center; Canyon Theatre Guild; Disney Stwdios:
and the Santa Clarita Repertory Theater.  Sanli
Clarta is one of the world's premier cemers for
stucy in the visual snd performing ans, evidenced
by the many public performances held each year,
Golf enthusiosts cnjoy  the Friendly  Valley,
Valencia  Country  Club.  Robinson®s  Ranch,
Tourmament Players Club and Vista Valencia golf
courses.  In addition, the Valencia Country Club
hosts: the PGA’s AT&T Classic {(formerly the
SBC Classich,
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Quality of Life

Sante Clanta residents enjoy o distinctive wiy of
life, Residents value the Ciy's landscaped trail
wystem,  well-maintined  romds,  high-gquality
schools, and innovative recyeling programs,  [n
addition, the City's ideal location makey possible
regional recreation and econcimie oppartunitics.
The community nol only enjoys numerows parks
andl recreation services and  focilitics, but ulso
outstanding Los Angeles County Shenfl and hire
services, three County libraries, highly responsive
purimiedic and ambulince services, and igh
levels of local government services,

Location

Located 33 miles noethwest of Las Angeles and
40 ples cast of the Pacific Ocean, Santa Clarnita
forms an inverted rangle with the San Gabriel
and Santa Susanna mountain nges,  These
mountan rmges sepirate Santa Clacita from the
Sun Fernando Yialley amd the Los Angeles Basin
tir the south and from the San Joagquin Valley,
Mojave Desent and Angeles National Forest 1o
the north.

Mileage to Key Centers

Burbank Airport 25 miles §
sy lancd 58 mules 5
Dowmown Los Angeles 35 miles S
Los Angeles (LAX) 1 miles §
Lus Yegas 267 miles NE
PalmdigfeLamcaster 35 miles NE
Port of Los Angeley Bk ks 5
Port Hueneme 3 mikes W
San Dicgo 152 miles 5
San Fruncisco 131 miles N
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Santa Clarita’s History

Many generations hove passed through s
valley, each leaving its own trice of history. The
villey has been home to Native Americuns,
explorers, soldiers, pioneers, farmers, rmnchers,
and shopkeepers.

The first recorded discovery of gold in Califomis
oceured in Suntn Clarite six years prior 1o i1s
discovery at Suter’s Mill in Sacramento,  As the
story poes, in 1842 Juwan Francisco de Circi
Lopez wos napping under 4 massive cak tree in
Plocerite Canyon, and he drewmt that be  wis
surrounded by pobd amd became very rich. Upon
awakening, he picked & bunch of wild onions
growing nearby, and attached o the omon roals
were several small pieces of gold, This discovery
greatly impacted Turther development, nomely the
Mewhall pass, which was constructed for the
transpartiation of mining supplies,

Henry My Newhall estublished whit is now the
tovwn of Mewhall, o, in 1878, planted com;, (lax.
and alfultn,  This was the beginmng of the
Mewhall Land and Farming Company.  The
[ETFs cilso brovght aboul the Southern Pacilic
Failroad, The lronhorse, o sa 0 was named, Taid
its trocks seross the valley bringing with it new
towns and increased population.  Saugus was
named after o smnll town in Massachusetts,
whiere Henry Mavo Mewhall wis bom,
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Black Gold, a substance which oozed from the
sround, rarely served a purpose for the Indians.
Hovsewer, in 1BTS the rvers of oil were divened
inta the fird commercially producing oil well in
Pico Canyon, CS0 4, as it was called, was
operated by the forerunners of the Standard Oil
Company, and hagd the distincnon ol eing the
oldest operating oil well i the world until capped
in |G

The 193Ys  brought  prosperity and - new
busines=es o the valley, some of which remam
today.  For example, Sterhng Borax  began
production, and  the once-named  “Saugus
Station Eatery™ 1s now called the Suugus Café,
amnd remaims open for business daily.  Many
businesses  opened  shop  during  this  era,
mchuding  general  stores, post offices, and
churches.
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Thes growmg  community  with s rich
surroundings of mountiins, trees, and desems
atracted Ceene Auwtry and his western style
television show By the early 1900s,
Hollyweood stislios were using the ares mgged
canyons as locations for westerns, The new
home for Melody Ranch was “Western™ town,
remamed andl used s the set for Gene Awotry’s
television show, A prominent Hollywonod film
star of the 1920°s, William 8. Hart, left his
merk on the community by banlding s Do
here and, wpon his death. leaving it to the
County,  Currently, Hart Mansion provides
tourasts and residents o chance o recapture the
feelings of the okd west and the beginnings of
the western [ilm business.  Today, the movie
buzsiness  has  become one of the  leading
industrics in the area and is an important factor
in its econoimic growth,

The Saugus Speedway, now used a8 a swap
meet and arena for large public events, wis
onee the Baker-Hoot Gibson Rodeo  Arena,
which held massive regional radeos, drawing
peopde feom all over southern Califormni,
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With the development of this growing community
cami & need for the disinbution of nformation,
und thus the Newhall Signal newspaper was
founded by Edward H, Brown, By the yeur 1940,
Santa Clarita’s population had reached 4,000, Six
yeurs later, the Mirst high school in the William 8.
Haort  [hstrict wes dedicated. With the
development of schools cume the construction of
tect homes, the first being Rancho Santa Clarit,

In 1903, Canyon Countey was Taunded and the
first celebrtion of Frontier Days took pluce. In
answering  the  demands  of  all the new
developments and residents, the Santa Clarita
Mational Bank opened its doors in 1965, The
new agdihtions of schools, stores, bnd churches
brought more people and more commumnities. The
community of Valencia was dedicated in 1967,
and o that time hooses were selling for o mene
525,000,

Higher cducation opened its doors to the valley
the lute sixtics and early seventies. Collepe of the
Canyons and California Institute: of the  Arts,
which wirs incorporated by ‘Walt Disney, were
established and servaced the needs of this growinge
community,

The picture below shows the constnuction of
Mugze Mountaan, with the Santa Clacic Valley in
the background.  Mugic Mountain opened in
1971, bringing thousands of tourists o the aren,
and piving the wvalley a significamt  landmark,
Today, it remains one of the: Jirgest amesemen
parks i the couniry.

Cit Vo f Santa Clarita

In 1975, Henry Mayo Newhall Memorial
Hospital was founded, as well as the Santa
Clarita Vallew Historical Foundation, which
maintains and protects the rch history of the
valley.

In the [980Fy, "Sama Clanw™ becanwe a
common term,  The eighiies also brought o
stuggering increase in population, bringing the
fotal number of residents w B1LB1G, In [U85,
the Chamber of Commerce instituted a study on
the economic feasibility of becoming an
incorparited cily; two years linter what is now
the Clity of Sama Clarita was approved by the
voters, [n December 1987, the City of Santa
Clarita was formed as the second hirgest and
the sixth most populied cily within Los
Angeles County.

2007 marked the 20" anmiversary for the City
since incorporation,  The celebration offered
the opportunity o reflect on the enormous
progress muade over the fast two decades and
the anticipation of on exciling  [uture,  The
numeroas awards and accolodes bestowed upon
the City and its staff since inception retlects the
unigue dedication thist delines the City of Santa
Clarita und its residents,
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